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BOOK REVIEW 

“ 7 5  Y e a r s  o f  C h r o m a t o g r a p h y  - A H i s t o r i c a l  D i a l o g u e ”  

L . S .  E t t r e  a n d  A .  z l a t k i s  ( E d i t o r s )  
J o u r n a l  o f  C h r o m a t o g r a p h y  L i b r a r y  - V o l u m e  1 7  
E l  sevier S c i e n t i f i c  Pub1 i s h i n g  Company ,  A m s t e r d a m  
Feb. 1 9 7 9 ,  5 3 0  p a g e s ,  11.5 $ 4 9 . 7 5  / D f l .  112.00 

T h i s  book m e r e l y  consists of a series o f  c o n t r i b u t i o n s f r v m 5 9  l e a d i n g  re- 
s e a r c h e r s  i n  the f i e l d  o f  c h r o m a t o g r a p h y .  A short b i o g r a p h i c a l  note on e a c h  of 
t h e m  h a s  been a d d e d  b y  the e d i t o r s .  E a c h  of the c o n t r i b u t o r s  r e f l e c t s  h i s  v i e w s  
on c h r o m a t o g r a p h y  i n  a short e s s a y  w i t h  e m p h a s i s  on h i s  own c o n t r i b u t i o n .  

T h e  e d i t o r s  h a v e  t r i e d  t o  b r i n g  t o g e t h e r  c h r o m a t o g r a p h e r s  who h a v e  been 
a c t i v e  over a s p a n  o f  a t  l e a s t  20 yedrs a n d ,  hence, w e r e  p i o n e e r s  i n  t he  f i e l d .  
A s  a c o n s e q u e n c e ,  m o s t  o f  t h e m  d e s c r i b e  the good o l d  d a y s  i n  s u p e r l a t i v e s  a n d  
b r i n g  b a c k  m e m o r i e s  i n  the f o r m  of n u m e r o u s  a n e c d o t e s .  T h i s  m a k e s  the  book m o r e  
r e a d a b l e ,  b u t  a t  the same t i m e  d e c r e a s e s  i t s  s c i e n t i f i c  v a l u e .  No c l e a r  p i c t u r e  
c a n  be f o r m e d  o f  w h a t  these p i o n e e r s  e x p e c t  fo r  the  f u t u r e  of c h r o m a t o g r a p h y .  

For the y o u n g  c h r o m a t o g r a p h e r ,  i t  m i g h t  be more i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  s t u d y  a h i s -  
t o r i c a l  r e v i e w  set u p  f r o m  d c h r o n o l o y i c a l  p o i n t  o f  v i e w .  I n  t h i s  book, h i s t o r y  
i s  s c a t t e r e d  and  i n c o m p l e t e .  T h e  o r i g i n  o f  c h r o m a t o g r a p h y  b e c o m e s  v e r y  c l e a r  
f r o m  t h e  b i o g r a p h i c  stories: t h e  b a s j s  c a n  be f o u n d  i n  the l i f e  sciences. 

T h e  book d o e s  g i v e  s o m e  i d e a  o f  t h e  i n t e r r e l a t i o n s h i p  b e t w e e n  r e s e a r c h e r s ,  
i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  c o m p a n i e s ,  e t c . ,  w h i c h  w i l l  h e l p  the y o u n g  c h r o m a t o g r a p h e r  t o  u n d e r -  
s t a n d  h o w  c o n f e r e n c e s  a r e  o r g a n i z e d ,  j o u r n a l s  e d i t e d ,  books w r i t t e n  a n d  so on. 
T h e r e  a r e  a l a r g e  n u m b e r  of r e f e r c n c e s  i n  the b o o k ,  w h i c h  s h o w  the way t o  the 
o r i g i n a l  w o r k .  T h i s  m i y h t  c o r n p e n s d t e  the l a c k  of s c i e n t i f i c  i n f o r m a t i o n  i n  the 
book i t s e l f .  

F i n a l l y ,  t h e  t i t l e  of tho  book c o u l d  j u s t  a s  w e l l  h a v e  been: 

“ 2 5  y e a r s  of c h r t m a t o g r a p h y “ ,  

since so l i t t l e  h a p p e n e d  over the f i r s t  5 0  y e a r s .  

H .  B i l l i e t  
D e l f t ,  
T h e  N e t h e r l a n d s  
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